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Advent: A time of Hope and Mercy 
As we prepare to enter Advent 2015, we are reminded that Advent is 

truly a season of hope and a season of Godôs mercy. On the first Sunday, 
the Prophet Jeremiah reminds us that hope is never lost even when it is bur-
ied under the debris of destruction and corruption. Jeremiah was writing to 
give consolation to the people of the Southern Kingdom of Israel who were 
awaiting invasion and deportation by the advancing Assyrian troops. They 
awaited the Babylonian captivity. Jeremiah prophesies that a just shoot shall 
arise from Davidôs line, and that justice and peace will permeate the world. 
Lives rooted in Godôs love will bring this about. Be vigilant, do not give into 
despair!  

As Advent continues we hear of the role of John the Baptist who 
prepares the way of the Lord. As Jesus moves to the forefront, John dimin-
ishes. We are reminded that, like John, we too must diminish in order to al-
low Jesus to be more clearly reflected in our lives. On the third Sunday we 
are told to ñRejoice! Rejoice in the Lord always!ò John calls his disciples to 
share and not extort. Do not deal in false accusations. We must stay true to 
the Spirit of God into which Christ will baptize us. For Christ baptizes us not 
only with water but with the power of the Spirit of God. 

 As we draw closer to Christmas, on the fourth Sunday we hear of 
Mary going to visit her cousin Elizabeth who has also been found with child 
in her old age. We hear Elizabeth proclaim ñBlessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your wombé.Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.ò Blessed are we, 
when we believe the promises that God has spoken to us! 

On December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, we will 
begin the Extraordinary Holy Year of Mercy as proclaimed by Pope Francis. 
During this Year of Mercy, we are called to reflect upon the ways in which 
we build the Kingdom of God through the ordinary acts of mercy we perform 
from day to day. The Holy Father and the Archdiocese have asked each par-
ish to reflect on how we live the Corporal Works of Mercy in our daily lives: 
Feed the hungry, Give drink to the thirsty, Shelter the homeless, Clothe 
the naked, Visit the sick, Visit the imprisoned, Bury the dead, and Wel-
come the Stranger. The Catholic Parishes of Dubuque along with Res-
urrection will provide opportunities to serve others by living these Works of 
Mercy.  

This issue of the Mustard Seed is devoted to practical suggestions 
to make Advent a more meaningful experience for each of us and for our 
families. Please take a few moments to look through these pages and take 
advantage of the suggestions of Parish Staff and Parishioners. 

May God bless you as we together prepare to celebrate the Birth of 
our Savior!  

     Father Joe Hauer, Pastor 

ñWhat is the kingdom of God like?  And to what shall I compare it?  It is like a 
mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his garden; and it grew and   
became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.ò Luke 13:18-19 
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THE JESSE TREE 
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 When our children were little, we began an Advent tradition called the 
Jesse Tree Devotion. A Jesse tree is adorned with ornaments that represent the 
people, events, and prophecies leading up to the birth of Jesus. It is named af-
ter Isaiah 11: ñBut a shoot shall sprout from the stump

 
of Jesse, and from his 

roots a bud shall blossom. The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him.ò Jesus, a 
descendent in the line of King David, the youngest son of Jesse, is thought to 
be the ñshootò from the stump of Jesse, representing a new beginning for Godôs 
people.  
 The first Jesse trees were large carvings, tapestries, or stained glass 
windows put in Churches to 
help the illiterate learn about 
the Bible from creation to 
the nativity. Jesse trees 
connect the Advent season 
with the stories in the Old 
Testament and the faithful-
ness of God across four 
thousand years of history. 
Today, there are many dif-
ferent ways to create a Jes-
se tree. Some are simple 
branches with decorated 
ornaments representing 
Bible stories. Others are 
made out of felt.  
 Our family has always used the book, Jesse Tree Devotions by Marilyn 
S. Breckenridge. The middle of the book has a poster that we hang on the wall. 
Each day during advent we cut out a paper leaf with a picture representing a 
Bible story on it, and we take turns coloring the picture and hanging it on our 

poster. Besides the natural sibling com-
petitiveness turning this into a competi-
tion for coloring each leaf in the most cre-
ative way, there are some spiritual bene-
fits as well! There is a Bible reading, re-
flection, and prayer for each day. We 
have all enjoyed doing this together and 
have learned a lot about ñJesus, a de-
scendant in the line of King Davidò along 
the way!  
 
If you are interested in learning more 

about the Jesse tree or making one yourself, here are a few suggested books 
and online resources: 
 
Jesse Tree Devotions by Marilyn S. Breckenridge 

The Jesse Tree: A Family Craft for the Story of Advent by Catherine Fournier 

http://www.loyolapress.com/the-jesse-tree.htm 

http://healthy-family.org/free-jesse-tree-advent-patterns/ 

  


