
 

ñWhat is the kingdom of God like?  And to what shall I compare 
it?  It is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his 
garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air 
made nests in its branches.ò    Luke 13: 18-19 
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Lent: A Time To Pay It Forward  
 

 As a child, I always thought of Lent as a time to 

ñgive up something,ò a time of personal sacrifice. Yet, as 

an adult I frequently add something to my life during 

Lent as a positive commitment to drawing closer to the 

Lord. Lent is our time in the desert. It is the time to re-

evaluate our lives, to see if we are truly living the life of a faithful disci-

ple of Jesus. Before he began his public ministry, the gospels tell us that 

Jesus spent 40 days in prayer and fasting. Each year we are given the 

same opportunity to search our hearts and to ask ourselves some difficult 

questions. 
 

 This year we are blessed at Resurrection to have a parish mission 

during Lent. Our last mission was in 2004 as a prelude to our parish-wide 

census. Three years ago, we entered into an agreement with Brian Casey 

and Good News Ministries of Seattle, Washington, for a mission in 2010. 

At the time, Mr. Casey was booked during Lent for three years. Since 

that time, Brian has presented missions at other parishes in the Archdio-

cese of Dubuque, including Cedar Falls, Epworth, and, most recently, in 

Dyersville. Notice in this issue of the Mustard Seed an article with quotes 

from those who attended at St. Francis Xavier in Dyersville. Brian comes 

highly recommended. This is a great opportunity for you and your family 

to begin the Lenten Season with talks both in the mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

and in the evening at 7:00 p.m. These are different talks at each session 

of each day. 
 

 Secondly, you have the opportunity this Lent to help shape the 

future of Resurrection Parish by participating in the capital campaign 

Preserving our PresenceéPlanning our Future.  The last parish capital 

campaign was held in 1992 to assist in the reduction of the debt on the 

church building. We completed the payments for the church in obser-

vance of our Sesquicentennial in 2007. Now it is time to do some much 

needed maintenance and, because we have grown as a parish community 

and continue to do so, we will add some needed gathering space and a 

social area. Let me assure you that since 2004 we have studied these is-

sues, and have pared this back as much as possible to insure a successful 

campaign. But that success is predicated on the involvement of each 

household in the parish. We are not asking for gifts of equal size, but 

rather for gifts which represent equal commitment and sacrifice. There 

has been nothing but the smallest maintenance items done to the church 

in its 25-year life span. The roof is leaking; the air conditioning units run 

on a blessing; the carpet is worn; the paint is dirty; the doors are rusting! 

What more can I say? 
 

 Please make this Lent a memorable experience by your active at-

tendance and participation in the Mission and in our campaign! 
 

      Father Joe Hauer, Pastor 
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DONõT PASS THIS UP! 
Francine Quillin, PBVM 

Pastoral Associate 

 

 Resurrection is offering a truly unique ex-

perience for the beginning of Lent:  we are having 

a Mission preached by a Layman (cf. front cover of 

this issue).  The intriguing thing about Brian Casey 

of Seattle is that he doesnôt just preach.  Instead, he 

has actually ñwalked the walk.ò  He has already 

done the things he proposes each Christian should 

do--because Christ asks it of us.  His story is its 

own lesson. 

 

 In addition, however, Brian is a good 

speaker who doesnôt even use notes.  He holds the 

attention of the listeners because he speaks with energy and conviction.  One 

doesnôt even notice the time pass. 

 

 Our Mission will be held from Feb. 21-24, with a talk each night, Sun-

day through Wednesday, at 7:00 and a different  talk Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday mornings at 9:00 for those who can come then. 

 

 We will make it easy for you:  we will offer babysitting for the night 

sessions, but we do ask you to reserve a space by calling the office and letting 

us know the ages of your children needing this service. 

 

 Recently Brian gave a Mission in Dyersville, and some people from 

there offered comments for this Mustard Seed article.  One person even asked 

for the dates of our Mission so that she could come again if possible. 

 

 Deanne McCarraher liked the fact that Brian ñgave his message in a 

humorous way, but one that really spoke to your heart and really made you 

think.  He was very good.  The mission was an eye-opener, really waked you 

up.ò 

 

 Her 17-year-old daughter Chelsea said that she was initially pretty 

skeptical about going to the Mission, but after hearing Brian the first time, she 

really wanted to go back each time, and she even went to a morning session one 

day when school was canceled! 

 

 Chelsea liked the fact that Brian ñrelated to stuff I go through, and 

could help me see it differently.ò  One example of that is that he helped Chelsea 

understand a different way of praying.  Chelsea said that Brian was ñfunny, and 

that helped me, too.  He really kept my attention.  Definitely other teenagers 

should go to hear him.ò 

 

 Father Al Vorwald, former associate pastor at Resurrection, attended all 

the sessions because he liked the Mission so well.  He stated: 

 

 

 Continued on pg 4 


